
DR. SCANLON'S STANDARDIZED TESTING 
INTERVIEW 
6/4/15 

To see Dr. Scanlon's TV interview from Sunday re: standardized testing: 
 
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/NBC10-_-Issue_-Standardized-
Testing_Philadelphia-305637141.html 
 
What can parents and teachers do? 
 
http://home.wcasd.net/files/_EdIIV_/f5e78e7b9473c5233745a49013852ec4/LAC_Letter
_Writing_Campaign-May_28_2015.pdf 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PRESENTATION  

West Chester East PTO Presents 

 

THE ANGULAR STUDENT: 
 

Use Your Strengths to Stand Out 
 

 in the College Admissions Process 

When:                   March 31, 2015 
 
Time:                    7:00 pm 
 
Place:                   West Chester East High School auditorium 
 
Cost:                    Free, donations accepted at the door to benefit the PTO 
 
Books:                 Surviving the College Application Process will be on sale for $12 at 
the door. Preorder for $10 @ w.c.east.pto@gmail.com. 
 
 Sponsored by:        West Chester East PTO  
 
Are you a musical athlete or dancing doctor?  Are you a political junky or junior 
entrepreneur? The college admissions process has become increasingly competitive, 
however students who understand their strengths and focus on finding the best “fit” will 
have a clear advantage in the admissions process. 
 
This interactive seminar will introduce The College Application Wheel™ to help you 
figure out your unique angle for success.  We will walk through several case studies of 
how students found their unique angle and successfully communicated it to colleges. 

http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/NBC10-_-Issue_-Standardized-Testing_Philadelphia-305637141.html
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/NBC10-_-Issue_-Standardized-Testing_Philadelphia-305637141.html
http://home.wcasd.net/files/_EdIIV_/f5e78e7b9473c5233745a49013852ec4/LAC_Letter_Writing_Campaign-May_28_2015.pdf
http://home.wcasd.net/files/_EdIIV_/f5e78e7b9473c5233745a49013852ec4/LAC_Letter_Writing_Campaign-May_28_2015.pdf
mailto:w.c.east.pto@gmail.com


Lisa Bleich 
 
Lisa Bleich is founder and president of College Bound Mentor, LLC and the author 
of Surviving the College Application Process: Case Studies To Help You Find Your 
Unique Angle For Success. She mentors students from all over the world on the college 
application process, helping them uncover their strengths and develop a personal plan 
for success. Lisa holds a BA in European cultural studies and French from Brandeis 
University and an MBA from Harvard Business School. She currently lives in New 
Jersey with her husband and three daughters. Two of them have successfully survived 
the college application process. 

 

PERSPECTIVE ON COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 

Click here to read a New York Times Op-Ed published 3/13/15 entitled How to Survive 

the College Admissions Madness  

 

EHS BENEFITS FROM TARGET TAKE CHARGE 

OF EDUCATION PROGRAM 

2/19/15 

Raising money for East is as easy as shopping with your Target REDcard. 

Thanks to parents, teachers and others who have already enrolled in the TCOE 

program, East recently received a check for $427.25, money that can be used for 

field trips, technology, books, art supplies and more. If you haven't signed up, 

please consider supporting us by enrolling at Target.com/TCOE. 1% of all 

purchases in Target stores and online at Target.com will be donated to East. 

Every little bit can amount to making a big difference in our school.  

 

SAT OR ACT… WHICH IS  BETTER FOR ME? 

1/20/15 

Standardized tests are a crucial component of the application process for any 

student, and they are even more important for student-athletes who want to 

continue playing at the college level. While both SAT and ACT are universally 

accepted by colleges, students may find that they prefer one exam to the other. 

 

What type of student should take which exam?  

 

Understanding the construction of each test is essential for making this decision. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/15/opinion/sunday/frank-bruni-how-to-survive-the-college-admissions-madness.html?&hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=c-column-top-span-region&region=c-column-top-span-region&WT.nav=c-column-top-span-region&_r=3
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home?ref=sr_shorturl_tcoe


 

The ACT test focuses more on high school content knowledge, as well as testing 

a students’ ability to finish tasks quickly. The ACT covers a wider range of 

material than the SAT does, but the questions are almost always presented in a 

more straightforward, predictable manner. As a result, thorough practice almost 

always leads to improvement. 

 

The ACT may be a better test for you if: 

o you’ve taken difficult classes and gotten good grades 

o you are able to read passages and decide on answers quickly 

o you tend to freeze up when confronted with unfamiliar questions or 

experience test anxiety when unsure how to solve problems 

o you are diligent and willing to do a lot of practice work 

o you have a good memory for formulae and grammar rules 

o you are comfortable with visual information like charts and graphs 

 

The SAT emphasizes problem solving and reasoning ability more than content. 

Essentially, it presents students with unfamiliar problems and tests how well they 

can figure out which answer works best. The pacing of the SAT is also slower, so 

students who have difficulty finishing sections on time will likely have a better 

time with the SAT than with the faster-paced ACT. 

 

The SAT may be a better test for you if: 

o you are comfortable using answers to solve problems rather than figuring 

out the solution using only the information provided 

o you have a strong vocabulary 

o you have trouble finishing timed tests 

o you struggle with high-level math and science material, especially if you 

haven’t completed Algebra 2 yet 

 

No matter which test appears to suit your learning and thinking styles, there’s no 

substitute for practice testing. Take a practice SAT and ACT and compare the scores. If 

they are close, go with the test you feel more comfortable with, but if one test is clearly 

better, focus your attention on it. 

 

How can students improve on individual sections of each exam? 



 

ACT— improving your score is all about practice, practice, practice (and EVEN MORE 

practice!!). On English and Math, take practice sections, identify what types of questions 

you are missing, brush up on that content, and repeat. The more you practice, the more 

questions you’ll see and immediately know how to do. On Reading and Science, learn 

the types of passages the test presents and practice the ones that give you the most 

trouble. 

 

SAT— improving your score depends less on the number of questions you do for 

practice than it does on what adjustments you make after learning what you tend to 

miss. You should practice generally applicable strategies (plugging in answers and 

making examples in math, process of elimination and predicting which words could fill a 

blank on reading) rather than focusing on “learning” problem types. While reading 

broadly and regularly from newspapers and novels is usually the best preparation for 

the reading section, studying vocabulary can be an alternative for those who want to do 

more targeted work in the time they have available. Learn new vocab in small doses, 

but start studying new words ASAP and continue until you take the SAT. 

 

Most importantly, all students should aim to take practice tests early on in high school. 

For recruiting purposes, the earlier the student-athlete has a score, the earlier he or she 

can plan ahead and formulate a better understanding of target colleges and universities. 

Early scores also allow college coaches to understand how student-athletes will be 

viewed by the admissions office, influencing their recruiting decisions. From an 

academic perspective, an earlier understanding of each standardized exam leaves 

more time to build on individual strengths and weaknesses. Regardless of which exam 

you choose, utilize all the resources available to you to maximize your score and gain 

admission into the universities of your choice. 


